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Introduction

This manual describes the features and operation of the Pulsar Mu effect processor. To be sure
you understand how to use your plugin and understand all its subtleties, please read it
completely.

The information contained in this manual is believed to be correct at the time of publication.
However, if an error has unfortunately crept into its contents, please let us know.

IMPORTANT: The prolonged use of amplified instruments, speakers or headphones may cause

permanent hearing loss. Ensure you monitor your exposure level, and take regular breaks. In
case of tinnitus or suspected hearing loss, please consult an ENT specialist.
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Welcome

Our experience

Thank you for choosing Pulsar Audio quality!

With more than 15 years’ experience in plugin development for the biggest names in the
industry, we decided to create Pulsar Audio to push the quality requirements of our products
even further.

For each product, our quest for excellence requires us never to rest on our technical
achievements, and to expand our knowledge ever further.

Sound and science

With solid expertise in audio signal processing, but also in electronics, sound techniques and
music practice, we take great care in modeling all the small details and imperfections of analog
equipment that make the difference between a « mathematical » exact sounding algorithm and a
rich, living and musical processing, and we produce this famous « 3rd dimension » sound so
much sought after.

In addition, our close collaboration with music production professionals requires us to be rigorous
in order to produce professional quality tools.

Our user interfaces

The user interface of a plugin is the link between the creative drive and the technical
implementation; it must therefore be clear, intuitive, and as pleasant as possible to use. We take
great care to create the most beautiful and fluid interfaces possible, with an emphasis on
intuitiveness.

The search for the right equipment

Rarely do you find two analog machines that sound exactly the same. It is therefore important,
when developing an emulation, to carefully choose the hardware units to be used as models.
We only use units in perfect condition and measure them with the best recording equipment.

A final word

We hope you will enjoy this plugin as much as we enjoyed creating it. Be sure to visit our website
www.pulsar.audio and find out about updates, new products, tips and other resources. There,
you will also be able to contact us to ask for help or simply to tell us about your experience!

The Pulsar Team
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« Variable-bias » compressors

The term « variable-bias » refers to a dynamic compression technology that appeared in the
1950s (for example, the mythical Fairchild 670, originally designed for the mastering vinyl
process, but very quickly adopted in the studio), which consists in varying the polarization of a
tube to control the gain. The compression ratio is variable, and also depends on these
parameters.

The result is compression with a slower attack than a FET or VCA compressor, but an extremely
musical behavior, making it an exceptional bus compressor, both for a drum bus and for an
entire mix. This type of compressor is also present in the vast majority of mastering studios.

In addition, its design based on transformers and tubes generates a slight harmonic distortion
that brings subtle presence and warmth, and this famous « glue » effect that makes all the
sounds sit musically in the mix.

The Pulsar Mu will offer you:

e The sound of a legendary machine, present in studios all over the world
e A musical bus compression
e Unparalleled warmth and presence

e The advantages of « organic » analog sound as well as the advantages of digital sound
(presets, parameter automation, etc.)
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Quick start

Installation

Pulsar Mu is available as a plugin in VST2, VST3, AU and AAX formats for use with all major
DAW software such as Live, Cubase, Logic, Pro Tools, etc.

Installation from the supplied installer is automatic. The installer takes care of copying the
different plugins as well as presets, manual, etc. into the appropriate locations.

Note: If you are using the VST2 format in Windows, you will be asked by the installer to specify
the installation folders for the 32-bit and 64-bit VST2 plugins respectively. The paths that seem
most appropriate for your computer will be recommended by default, but we advise you to check
them before completing the installation. If the plugin is not installed in the same folder as your
other possible plugins, your DAW software may not detect it.

Activation

All our plugins are protected by PACE's iLok system. For correct operation, we recommend you
ensure that you have the latest version of the « iLok License Manager » software, available for
free download at www.ilok.com .

You can choose between three activation methods:

e Activation on a hardware USB dongle such as iLok 2 or iLok 3, which will enable you to
use your plugin on several machines (you can order a dongle online at www.ilok.com or
buy it from your music retailer)

e iLok Cloud activation which will enable you to use your plugin on several machines but
requires a permanent internet connection

e Machine activation, which does not require a dongle or a permanent internet connection,
but only activates your plugin on one machine

Important: If you choose the iLok Cloud system, you have to open a Cloud session on your
computer by going to the « File > Open Cloud Session » menu of your iLok License Manager. If
you choose an iLok 2 or 3 dongle, you have to connect it to your computer before any operation.

When you purchase your software, you will receive:

e Either a license deposited directly onto your iLok account. Just go to the « Available » tab
and drag it to the destination of your choice (here CLOUD for a cloud license, or
iLok_Pulsar for an iLok 2 or 3 dongle)

e Or an activation code. Simply paste it into the « Licenses > Redeem Activation Code »
menu to receive the license on your account, and drop it off at the destination of your
choice (CLOUD oriLok 2 or 3 dongle)
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First Steps

Load the Mu on the track of your choice in your DAW. The base preset is a good starting point.
You can now:

e Adjust the « Dual Input » gain in order to obtain the Gain Reduction suggested in the
preset, for example -3 dB for the base preset. The amount of Gain Reduction is displayed
in the visualization rack at the top.

e Adjust the amount of compressed sound with the « Mix » knob.

e Adjust the release attack times using the « Attack » and « Release » knobs

You can also review the available factory presets to find inspiration quickly, without getting into
technical considerations.
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The user interface

The user interface
The user interface consists of 2 separate panels:

e The toolbar, common to all Pulsar Audio plug-ins (top)

e The control panel, specific to the plug-in. This panel consists of 3 racks: the visualization
rack, the compressor control rack and the advanced detection functions rack
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